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Construction update
By Michael Flock, Manager of Engineering

Guest Column

CONSTRUCTION season never ends 
in the utility industry. United Electric 
continues to rebuild and construct 
new lines year-round. Unfortunately, 
supply chain issues continue to impact 
our industry. 

Material lead times and availability 
are delaying the start dates of many 
projects. We are working through these 
issues with distributors and manufac-
turers to get back on track and meet 
our goals of rebuilding approximately 
25 miles of line per year. The supply 
chain issues have been a major hurdle, 
which has slowed progress, but be  
assured, we are moving forward. 

Currently, we are in the second year 
of a four-year work plan with  
15 projects in various stages of design 
and construction. We have completed 
two construction projects so far this 
year. United Electric crews collaborat-
ed with a directional boring company 
to rebury a half-mile piece of under-
ground conductor that had been failing 
and causing outages on Kerr Street 
in Brockway. This was a challenging 
job since crews had to deal with cold 
weather and other underground utili-
ties in the area. The second completed 
project was a large system improvement 
in the Roseville area. BNF Line Con-
struction (BNF), an electric utility con-
tractor that works in conjunction with 
our crews, rebuilt a seven-mile section 
of that line. This was a full rebuild, 
consisting of new poles and a larger 
conductor to aid in future load growth. 
A tie line was also created between our 
Howe and Conifer substations. 

We also have two system improve-
ment projects in the construction 
phase. BNF is working on a large 
system upgrade project in the Burnside 
area. This is the first stage of a multi-
year project to improve reliability to 
members served from our McGees Mills 
substation. This eight-mile rebuild 
project is anticipated to be completed 
by the end of 2022. Another project in 
the construction phase is being done by 
our own United Electric crews. This is 
a one-mile project in Westover, where 
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EQUIPMENT VIEW: United Electric crews set 
a new pole using our track machine. 
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WE HAD some dry spells this past 
summer, and before that, things were 
wet. April and May had a lot of rain, 
but June turned out to be pretty dry. I 
am sure farmers around here had a lot 
of trouble getting corn planted when 
they usually like to plant it, but Nature 
made up for it by giving them good 
weather for making hay in June. The 
main thing I noticed this year, like just 
about every year, is that one crop — 
weeds — thrives no matter what the 
weather is like.

Weeds have been evolving for 
thousands of years, probably for as 
long as mankind went from being a 
hunter-gatherer to a farmer. I’ll bet 
if archeologists look closely at those 
hanging gardens of Babylon or along 
the banks of the Nile or the streets of 
other ancient civilizations, they will 
find evidence of weeds. 

Weeds thrive in floods, and they 
just laugh at droughts. When fescues 
and bluegrasses wither and die, weeds 
spring up. When even the hardiest 
corn, the strongest beans, and the best 
old varieties of tomatoes give up and 
lay brown and dead on the ground, 
you can be sure the fields and gardens 
will be green with weeds. Nothing 
can kill a sprouting ragweed or quack 
grass. 

That means gardeners must go out 
and do the one thing they have done 
for centuries: pull weeds.

I thought about last July when I 
was in the garden pulling weeds. Even 
though I knew it was futile since they 
were just going to sprout again, I was 
there, doing my duty. I had picked a 

day when it rained in the morning and 
then cleared off around noon. 

As is normal in July, the temperature 
had climbed into the low 80s, but the 
rain had washed out the humidity so, 

all in all, it was a pleasant day — if 
there can be such a thing when the 
weeds have invaded the four rows of 
beans, encircled the pepper plants and 
threatened to get through the mulch 

Why 
We Pull 
Weeds
By Glenn Schuckers

Rustic Views
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JUST IMAGINE: A weed does not need much to grow. Imagine trying to grow a cornstalk in a side-
walk where this weed grew. If only our crops were this hardy!
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Glenn Schuckers, a longtime mem-
ber of United Electric, operated 
Schuckers’ Orchard in Luthersburg 
until the mid-1990s. He is a retired 
high school teacher and a contribut-
ing writer for The Courier Express. 

We are pleased to have Glenn provide our Penn 
Lines readers with his take on rural life.

Guest Column
(continued from page 14a)
crews are replacing old poles and con-
ductors with new ones.

There are four system improvement 
projects with materials on order. These 
four projects total more than 21 miles 
of line to be rebuilt. BNF crews will 
start construction on the second stage 
of the McGees Mills project as soon as 
they complete the current job and ma-
terials arrive. We anticipate this being 
a smooth transition from one project 
to the next with no delay. Prior to the 
supply chain issues, we would order 
materials for system improvements, 
and they would be delivered within 
months. We are now seeing lead times 
of up to 12 months for certain con-
struction materials. 

The remaining 11 projects are in vary-
ing stages of design. It typically takes 
more than a year to design and pre-
pare a system improvement project for 
construction. These 11 projects account 
for 35 miles of line and will likely be 
completed between 2023 and 2024.

None of these projects, however, can 
be completed without the cooperation 
of our members. I am truly grateful to 
our membership for working with our 
staking engineers, forestry supervisor 
and lineworkers to create a more reli-
able, affordable system for everyone. 
On behalf of United Electric, thank 
you. a

NEW POLE SET: United Electric Apprentice 
Lineman Justin Smith attaches a conductor to 
a new pole.

around the tomatoes. The squash and 
pumpkin leaves were already pretty 
big, but even they could not prevent 
young ragweed from sprouting up 
between the hills of plants. 

In short, it was going to be the first 
battle of my garden. I knew I could not 
win, but a stalemate that allowed the 
beans, peppers, tomatoes and squash 
to get to this month and provide 
the fresh produce we love would be 
enough. 

I said it was pleasant day — not 
a perfect day — for pulling weeds. 
There is no such thing as a perfect day 
for pulling weeds. There is not even 
a good day for pulling weeds. A day 
when the weather is not blistering hot 
and there is a slight breeze to keep the 
deer flies away is, at best, acceptable. 
It helps if the ground is wet enough so 
the weeds come out, roots and all, and 
don’t break off, only to sprout up again 
as I leave the garden. 

Even when I think I have pulled out 
the roots, I know deep inside there are 
a few still in the ground and that they 
will spring into new weeds very soon. 
I have pulled some that spread by 
sending out their roots, which can be 
a foot long. And when they sprout, the 
roots spread by another foot, so in just 
two generations, one weed can cover 
4 or 5 square feet. And if the ground is 
wet enough to get the roots pulled out 
(or at least most of the roots pulled 
out), it is also wet enough to soak 
through my shoes and jeans before I 
get through the first row of beans. I 
learned long ago to accept the fact  
that my shoes, socks, pants and feet 
are going to get wet while gardening, 
so it is no surprise. Just like working 
in the rain, once you accept the fact 
that you are going to get soaked and 
can’t get any wetter, it is less uncom-
fortable. 

Then, I need to choose a position, 
not a comfortable one since there is 
no comfortable position for pulling 
weeds, but it should be less uncom-
fortable than the others. I am not a tall 
man at about 5 feet, 9 inches, but that 
is about 5 feet, 6 inches taller than the 
weeds I am going after. 

There are two ways to get into enemy 
territory:

1. I can bend over at the waist. 
That was the option of choice for a 
lot of years when my back was a lot 
more flexible than it is now or has 
been for the past 10 years. Somehow, 
the distance between my waist and 
the ground has become greater than 
it used to be; however, bending over 
with an elbow on one knee is still an 
option — not a good option, but still 
an option. 

2. Get on my knees. As noted above, 
an acceptable day for pulling weeds is 
one when the ground is wet, so getting 
on my knees means getting my pants 
soaked from the knees down. But 
when bending over is out, the only 
alternative is getting on my knees That 
means that sooner or later, I have to 
stand up. Ten years ago, that was no 
problem. These days, it is not as easy 
as it used to be. There is some effort 
involved in getting into an upright 
position, so I usually opt to bend over 
for a while and then go back on the 
knees again. 

So why do it? Because it needs to be 
done if I want fresh beans, tomatoes 
and squash. And because there is a 
sense of satisfaction in knowing that a 
job — most important, a disagreeable 
job — has been done. If everything we 
did was easy, there would be little val-
ue in doing it. It is in doing the hard 
stuff that we have moved forward. 

While pulling weeds isn’t something 
I look forward to and knowing that 
the next morning will be a reminder 
that neither bending nor kneeling is a 
natural position for a senior citizen, I 
still enjoy the battle. Looking over a 
weed-free garden, if only for one day, 
is a sense of triumph. The weeds will 
be back, but as Gen. MacArthur once 
said, “I shall return” — too. a
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Members contribute equitably to, 
and democratically control, the 
capital of their cooperative. At least 
part of that capital is usually the 
common property of the 
cooperative. Members usually 
receive limited compensation, if 
any, on capital subscribed as a 
condition of membership. Members 
allocate surpluses for any or all of 
the following purposes: developing 
the cooperative, possibly by setting 
up reserves, part of which at least 
would be indivisible; benefitting 
members in proportion to their 
transactions with the cooperative; 
and supporting other activities 
approved by the membership.

Cooperatives are autonomous, self
help organizations controlled by their 
members. If they enter into 
agreements with other organizations, 
including governments, or raise 
capital from external sources, they do 
so on terms that ensure democratic 
control by their members and 
maintain their cooperative autonomy.

AUTONOMY AND 
INDEPENDENCE

to more than 42 million consumers in 47 states and 
whose retail sales account for approximately 12 
percent of total electricity sales in the United States. 
Learn more at NRECA.coop

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) is the national service organization for more 
than 900 not-for-profit rural electric cooperatives and 
public power districts providing retail electric service 

Cooperatives are voluntary 
organizations open to all persons 
able to use their services and 
willing to accept the responsibilities 
of membership, without gender, 
social, racial, political or religious 
discrimination.

VOLUNTARY AND 
OPEN MEMBERSHIP

Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations controlled by their 
members, who actively participate in 
setting policies and making decisions. 
The elected representatives are 
accountable to the membership. In 
primary cooperatives, members have 
equal voting rights (one member, one 
vote), and cooperatives at other levels 
are organized in a democratic manner.

DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER CONTROL

MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC
PARTICIPATION

Cooperatives provide education and 
training for their members, elected 
representatives, managers and 
employees so that they can 
contribute effectively to the 
development of their cooperatives. 
They inform the general public, 
particularly young people and 
opinion leaders, about the nature 
and benefits of cooperation.

EDUCATION, TRAINING
AND INFORMATION

While focusing on member needs, 
cooperatives work for the 
sustainable development of their 
communities through policies 
accepted by their members.

CONCERN FOR 
COMMUNITY

Cooperatives serve their members 
most effectively and strengthen the 
cooperative movement by working 
together through local, national, 
regional and international structures.

COOPERATION AMONG
COOPERATIVES


